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PIETY
(40 Minutes)

ORIENTATION


Normally the participants now feel a desire to respond to the triples call of the message-to-be human (“Ideal), to be Christian (Grace) and to be an active and working member of the Church (“Laity – Layperson in the World”).  But they may still have lingering doubts and mental blocks.  This talk calls for the witnessing presence of someone who show by his/her can own life that the message proclaimed is not mere theory but rather something accessible to all, with grace of God.  With this talk, we terminate the proclamation phase of the Weekend.


In this talk, we are witnessing to the possibility of accepting and living God’s plan.  Authentic piety is living grace in a conscious, growing and shared, manner.  This is different from selfish individualism or routine actions.  Christian life must be based on Christ’s new commandment to love one another as he loved us.  Piety is presented as an expression of our love for God and for our neighbor.  The cursillista should begin to become aware of how accessible sanctity is when it is manifested and promoted by a solid and conscious life of piety.  “Whether you eat or drink – whatever you do – you should do all for the glory for God” (1 Cor. 10:31, Col. 3:17).  We insist on the need to nourish the Christian life (Decree of the Laity, no. 4; The Fundamental Ideas of the Cursillo Movement, nos. 133-133, p. 60-61).
GENERAL COMMENTS


The last talk of the day is “Piety.”  “Piety” is a key talk in the Cursillo.  It sums up the talks of the first day, and it presents the first basic step toward being an apostle.  Every talk after it builds on this talk.  In fact, every talk after the “Piety” is an explanation of it.  This talk presents the response of the individual to what has been learned about what it means to be a Christian.  The response is, simply put, to actually be a Christian.  And this involves directing the whole of one’s life to God, living the Christina ideal fully and reservedly.  The talk lays bare various ways of avoiding this full dedication to God, and then, through the living testimony of the speaker, it presents the picture of what it means to be a Christian.  If done simply, directly and forcefully this talk has a tremendous effect because it makes each person confront his/her own life and the incompleteness of their own response to Christ.  They then realize that they have a lot to learn in becoming a Christian, and they see through the suggestions at the end of the talk that part of this is going to involve a life of prayer and a desire to bring Christ to others.  “Piety” does not say how to direct one’s life to God except in general terms.  The actual things that have to be done are talked about but not explained.  That comes later on.

The Cursillo calls people to be Christian, and it calls people to be leaders, Christian leaders.  It wants people to be effective in a movement for the renewal of the world’s structures.


Therefore, their Christianity has to become something formed in them.  Being a Christian involves the long hard work of cooperation with God’s Spirit to change oneself to become more and more effective as a Christian leader who follows God’s call to change the world.


The Cursillo approach to formation is summarized in the idea of the tripod.  In order to become formed as a Christian leader, in order to become fully Christian, it is necessary to do certain things,  These things are summarized in three groupings: Piety, Study and Action, or to name them more accurately, the practices of piety; study in the Christian ideal and its application in the world; and apostolic fulfillment.  The Cursillo says that all of life must be made Christian, must be made a part of the living out of the Christian ideal.  But if all of life is to be lives for God, certain things must be done to Christianize the person so that everything he/she does will be fully Christian.  As Structure of Ideas (p. 69) expresses it, “Presenting the loftiness of an infinite ideal without offering at the same time the concrete means to make it a reality in life will always mean sowing utopias in order subsequently to harvest inevitable disappointments.  Every fulfillment that is worth living requires, together with the loftiness of the ideal, the concrete means to make the dimension attainable.”      

The “Study” talk and the “Piety” talk are the key talks in communicating the concept behind the tripod.  Authentic piety is the direction of our whole life toward God.  Or as the “Study” talk says, “Christianity is life.  It should inform all human life.  Even more, it it’s the key that explains it all.”  In other words, there is nothing that should be left out of being a Christian.   All of an individuals’ life should be involved in their dedication to God.  And this “all” includes their relationships in society, as should be made clear by the “Study” talk.  There should be an explicit, conscious and growing direction of life to him.  Obedience is more than doing what God wants.  It is doing what God wants because God wants it.  Following Christ’s teaching is more than doing what Christ says.  It is doing what Christ says because Christ says it, because it is the truly human thing to do.        

The Cursillo literature has a great deal to say about how all of one’s life can be involved in a dedication to God.  In the outlines, the section which states the Cursillo approach most fully is the section in the “Piety” talk which says piety is, “The life of grace, conscious, growing and shared with love.”  The explanation in the outline says this is based on knowing, wanting and doing (knowing, loving and serving).  The same analysis appears throughout Structures of Ideas (especially p 155).  For instance, involved in teaching a child how to pray will be the knowledge of what prayer is and why a person prays (knowing), the desire (wanting) to bring children to become men and women of prayer, and the actual decision to teach the child and the teaching itself (doing).  These are not three different actions but three different aspects of the same action.  The “Piety” talk says that each person must be Christianized in all three aspects so that every action performed will be done as a Christian.  Knowing, loving, and doing must be more and more dedicated to God.         

This can be explained more fully by considering each one of the aspects.  Piety is the first leg of the tripod.  We include two concepts when we speak of piety.  Piety in the sense of the “Piety” talk is used to refer to the giving of oneself totally to the Christian ideal, to living grace.  Piety in this sensed takes in all of life and the effort to direct everything to God.  But piety is the sense of the first leg of the tripod means something more restricted.  It means the spiritual aids that nourish our piety; those things which a person can do to increase his/her personal contact with God and his/her love of God.  These are things the main goal of which is to strengthen a personal union with God.  It is the same with any personal relationship.  Two people have to spend time together or they will not develop a friendship and a love.  The friendship will be broader than just the time they spend together.  It will begin to penetrate all of their lives the deeper it becomes.  But it is the time together that is indispensable for the forming of the bond.                                                                                                                 


The “Piety” talk progressively leads the cursillista to a point where he or she can come to grips with the call for a deeper relationship with God.


The talk is in three major parts.  The first part, the introduction, introduces and defines piety and introduces the premise that our piety (holiness) is our response to God’s call to us.  A great stress is places on a follow-up to the “Ideal” talk, emphasizing that we must be Christians and not just do Christian things.  Part two explains false piety through the examples of the different types of persons.  Part three is the description of authentic piety.  Here, the talk moves progressively from just description to a deeper and deeper witness to and calling to the possibility of living a true Christian life today.  This is one of the key points on the Weekend: As the reality if Christ’s message is presented in the person of the speaker, the possibility should begin to occur to each of the participants that they can fulfill their own created potential as a brother or sister to Christ bringing his life into the world.  Parts four and five describe the style of piety and distinguish it from action of piety.
METHOD OF PREPARING THE TALK


The “Piety” talk, if it is handled well, is one of the most effective talks of the Cursillo.  It is the talk which has the greatest impact on the participants.  This is the talk in which the participant’s values are most often realigned, where he/she begins to make the transition to putting God first in his/her life.  The effect comes partly from the skillful handling of the false conception of Piety.  The false concepts pick out images of what religion is that have been influencing the participants, often subconsciously.  Once these ideas are brought to consciousness, they can easily be disposed of.  But the chief impact of the talk comes from the personal testimony of the speaker.  In the speaker, the participants see in a concrete way what it is to live a life of true piety.  They see how successful and how attractive it can be.  What before was meaningless or distasteful to them now becomes something they have seen as valuable.


The talk is meant to be delivered with strength.


Perhaps the most common failing of the “Piety” talk derives from the speakers’ failure to take the ideas in the talk seriously.  The idea-structure of the talk should come through clearly.   The idea of holiness is the basis of the participant’s response to the Cursillo.  It is not enough to present an enthusiastic call to conversion.  It must also be stated in a clear way to what a person is being converted.  The Cursillo always makes a change in the men and women who attend it.  Great care has to be exercised in making sure that what they change to is authentic Christianity.

The false concepts of Piety should be carefully presented.  The main point criticized by each one should come out clearly.  The speaker can easily get carried away by portraying the false concept and not make the point that should be made.  The first idea should be treated humorously (a better translation that “Ironic” in Structures of Ideas, p 49, might be “humorous” or “satirical”).  The second can have humor, but should be treated with sympathy.  The third should be treated with strength.  Hypocrisy involves malice and should be condemned.  Little details that bring to life the picture of what a person would be like if he/she held these false ideas are very valuable.  The participants should be given a picture, a concrete image of what is being talked about. 


The opening section of the talk has an important part.  Besides summarizing the other talks, it covers the opening points that Piety is one’s whole life, by discussing that the Christian must indeed be a Christian, and not just do Christian things.  This section is important to set the stage for the major third part on authentic Piety.


The personal testimony in the third section should be aimed to show how the points can be lived today.  Personal witness is needed to illustrate the features of authentic piety so that these points live in reality, not just in somebody’s imagination.

The major portion of the testimony of the speaker’s conversion and his/her ongoing growth is best given at the end of the talk.  It is important to let the listeners hear that the speaker is an ordinary person, who lives a life like theirs in so many ways.  By the end of the talk, as the speaker’s personal witness on his/her ongoing life of piety is laid before them, the participants are wondering where the speaker came from.  Then the principal witness describes in “inner space” of the speaker as well as he/she is able, keeping in mind that the concept is not to shock; but to show how any person, even the participants themselves, can turn to God and become “a new person”.

A good personal testimony will probably include three elements: 
1) the religious condition the speaker was in before he or she began to direct his/her whole life to God;
 2) how the change came, i.e., how the speaker came to realize the value and necessity of direction his/her whole life to God;
 3) what a life in union with God means to the speaker now.  
     Of these three parts, the third part is the most important.  The speaker is trying to convey to the participants what it means to live totally for God.  Their previous condition and the change should be used to highlight what it means to live for God.  Moreover, the speaker does not necessarily have to talk about a dramatic change, a big conversion.  Directing the whole life to God is usually a process, and even if it involves a dramatic change at one point, there are usually a number of other points where the speaker made significant improvements.

The section on Piety as an ideal should also be a help.  The speaker should tell how God became and continues to become more and more important to them, to the point even where they would give up other things in order to have a closer union with God.  The speaker can make good use of the “Ideal” talk, pointing out how orienting their whole life to God does for them all the things which a good ideal does for a person – gives substance and meaning to life, gives him/her a purpose, gives him/her enthusiasm for living, gives him/her optimism, conviction, and self control.  A very important aspect of the testimony should be how good it is to live the life of grace, and the 11th section of the “Ideal” talk can give guidelines on how to bring out the value of a life lived for God.

The speaker should also probably cover the ideas in the “Faith” talk.  They should not give the idea that they have done this by themselves.  It is a work of God in them and they have received God’s help to make it possible.


A testimony should never be a matter of “glittering generalities.”  The speaker should not just say that the life of grace is “wonderful” or “great”.  The speaker should be specific, showing both what it means to live in union with God and what it has done for him/her.  They should not make general statements without giving specific instances what will bring to life what the general statements mean.  Telling an incident or giving a detail is often very effective.


The speaker should never give the impression that a life directed wholly to God is a “bed of roses” or that they have solved all problems.  The speaker should also avoid preaching.  They are not telling the participants how to live their lives.   The speaker should just tell them how they are living their lives and how the discovery of true piety has made a difference for the better.  The speaker should not moralize, but should just witness to an ideal.

An important part of the talk is the invitation by the speaker for the participant to turn to God.  The invitation should come from the speaker’s conviction that they have found the true ideal, the one that answers life’s most profound questions.  It should sound exciting, fulfilling, and achievable by anyone who is willing to try, just as the speaker, too, reached out, usually with trepidation and wonderment as to what can happen.  The invitation to, in effect, “come and see” must be from the heart of the speaker.


Most of the warnings that go with all of the talks of the first day go with this one: 1) the talk should be kept simple.  The speaker should not introduce complicated theories of what religion is or introduce issues or refinements.  The message is direct and straightforward – the only response adequate to God’s gift of grace is a complete self-giving to him; 2) the talk should not say too much or try to treat things that will come up later.  It should not try to explain how to live the Christian life.  The more points that are made by the speaker that are not in the outline, the more the talk will lose in force.


In the past, the “Piety” talk has been viewed as the turning point for the candidates.  The “Piety” talk is merely one of many parts that make up the Cursillo Weekend.  If it proves to be a “turning point,” then it should do so in a purely natural way and not by finding the person with the most dramatic conversion to present the talk.

THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE CURSILLO AT THE TIME OF THE “PIETY” TALK.


The atmosphere at this time is one of almost tense expectation.  The participants are arriving at the end of the first day – a day that began with the “Ideal” talk and has moved from an atmosphere where Christ was not mentioned at all to an atmosphere where they have been lifted up by the Palanca, a powerful prayer mechanism where they can see the divine aid that has been offered on their behalf by people they don’t even know.  And so they are wondering now exactly where they are going.  They have had enough time now to look at their life; they are probably beginning to recognize that they have not put themselves in the proper framework for true holiness.  The majority will be looking for guidance with what to do with their life.  They have been given hints through the “Laity-Layperson as Church in the World” and the “Faith” talks that there is a way to live their life; that there are people in our world who are obviously in touch with God in a different way.  The divine love that that is being shown through the prayers that are being given to God on their behalf shows that there are people who have a different insight into their relationship with God.  That is why the atmosphere is somewhat tense at this point.  It is open, it is truly prepared for the for the Piety talk.  A key point, in the “Piety” talk is the person who gives the talk in opening up his/her own mind and heart to show a relationship with God in a totally open and natural manner.

This is something that most participants will not have experienced before this time.  It is most important, therefore, that the person who gives the talk be one that can impact this warmth and feeling of themselves through their words and their spoken actions, from the podium.


Duration: 40 minutes.
PIETY

OUTLINE

1. INTRODUCTION.
A. God calls us to a new life involving for each person a radical change within which touches our relationship with

(1) Self.
(2) God.

(3) Other people.

(4) The world.

B. Living the life in grace gives spirit and life to these relationships.  That is what we call Being Christian.  The only valid response to God is in BEING a Christian, not simply in DOING Christian things.  BEING a Christian is expressed in three dimensions:
(1) Piety.

(2) Study.

(3) Action.
C. Piety – our ongoing relationship with God.

(1) Authentic life of piety – being fully Christian

(2) False notions of piety – merely doing Christian acts in order to spear Christian.  

False notions of piety have driven others from knowing God and from finding the truth.

2. FALSE NOTIONS OF PIETY

A. “Holy Joes”/”Holy Hannahs”- give an impression about God which does not fit with reality.  They are out to “save themselves from something.”  (The Fundamental Ideas of the Cursillo Movement, no. 386, p 148).
(1) Believe they can gain heaven solely by keeping the law.

(2) Their concept of piety consists mostly of statues and pictures.

(3) They desire to be “angels” and not saints, who are human beings the way God made them.

(4) They see the world as an evil place instead of the redeemed work of God.

(5) Their “Christian action” occurs mostly in the Church or church groups.  They often fail their family and job.  Their view of faith lacks maturity.

B. “Mechanical Mikes”/”Routine Ritas” – practice only the external manifestations of religion.  They give the appearance of an interior life that does not in fact exist at all.

(1) They are less sincere that the “Holy Joes”/”Holy Hannahs.”

(2) They go to church because they always have, and it is expected of them.

(3) They go because they fear hell.

(4) They attempt to make up for the lack of Christian life by saying “Lord, Lord” (Mt. 7:21).

C. “Pharisaical Phils”/”Pharisaical Phyllis” – have attitudes which devalue the worth of being fully human.  Hypocrisy such that they use religion for their own selfish ends.

(1) They attempt to use religion for their own goals.

(2) They are models of perfection in the Church, but unethical in business and other daily encounters with others.  (Mt. 23:25-26).

(3) Thought active in Church, they are idle gossipers who ruin the good name and reputation of others.

(4) They burden others with what they do not believe themselves (Mt. 23:2-4).
They serve two masters and, because of their hypocrisy, turn others away from the truth (Mt. 7:6-8).

D. All of these are but caricatures of false notions of piety, turning away from God those who are searching for the truth.

[NOTE: These caricatures are used to present some of the false images of God and our relationship to Him that exists in our world today.  Emphasize that we are not talking about any particular individual or group or being judge mental.  We are merely looking at false notions we may find among so-called Catholics and their effect on others.]

3. AUTHENTIC PIETY.

A. A live of piety arises out of our personal relationship with God.  It is the life of Christ in us, the life of Grace, conscious, growing and shared.

(1) Piety is Life in Christ - reflecting the Father’s love, following Christ’s example and fully human, seeking better relationships in the ordinary world of work, family and social life (Jn. 15:9-10).

(2) It is a life that is Conscious of:

a) Commonplace acts that, in Grace, increase the life in us.

b) The love of the Father, brotherhood in Christ and the continued presence of Christ among us in the Eucharist.

(3) It is a life that is Growing – dying to self, living as Christ, to free ourselves in love, humility and understanding so that the Gospels become the bread of life within us.

(4) A life of Piety is a life that is shared – God’s channel of grace.  Being truly present to others (Constitution on the Church, no. 33; Rom. 12:10; See generally Christifideles Laici, no. 17).
B. Piety is the direction of one’s whole life to God.

(1) Individuals today can and do respond to God’s call.

(2) There are three elements in every act or response: knowing, wanting and doing.
a. To Know – what is done and the reason why it is done, excluding routine, mechanical, automatic and irrational practices.

b. To Want – The capacity to determine the emotional drive which spurs one to action?
c. To Do – The act of the will, which converts our plans into realities, surmounting all obstacles?
C. A life of Piety is an authentic ideal (See Sections 5, 6 and 7 of the “Ideal” talk; Constitution on the Church, no. 2013 and following).
Give personal witness to your response to God’s call.  Do not include any of the false notions of Piety.

4. THE STYLE OF A LIFE OF PIETY

A. Courageous.

(1) The Kingdom of God demands it.

(2) Courage to go against the standards of the world.

(3) Courage to call others to their potential, even if it involves risk.

B. Natural.

(1) The ordinary lifted to the supernatural by Grace in us.

(2) Being Christian in everyday life.  Christ kept the customs of his day.

(3) Without excessive zeal.

(4) Authentic – one’s life must be consistent with one’s belief.

C. Vibrant – Life lived fully and deeply is:

(1) Exciting and stimulating.

(2) Gives strength and vitality which attracts others.

(3) Overflows into relationships with others.

Only by being truly human and embracing all of life can we become a real saint.

5.  SPIRITUAL AIDS TO A LIFE OF PIETY
A. Distinguish between Piety and aids to a life of piety.

(1) Piety is the state of being Christian.

(2) Aids to a life in piety are those things we do in order to nourish our life in being Christian.  They are the concrete manifestations of our love for God.

B. We must be conscious at all times of being:

(1) Children of God.

(2) Brothers and Sisters of Christ.

(3) Temples of the Holy Spirit.

C. Give examples of Spiritual aids to a life in piety.

(1) Prayer – Rote, Spontaneous or otherwise.

(2) Meditation.

(3) Rosary.

(4) Attending Mass.

(5) Sacrament of Reconciliation.

(6) Morning offering/Evening examination.

(7) Spiritual Direction.

(8) Visits to the Blessed Sacrament.

6. CONCLUSION

When the response we give to God, to Christ, to people and the world is the reflection of an authentic relationship with God, Christian joy will be born in us and in others, the joy of sharing with each other, life and its happiness, virtues, and defects, just as Christ came to share with us his relationship with others.  A life of authentic piety is only complete when it is shared with others because they are our brothers and sisters, and we want for then the best that we have – Christ (Christifideles Laici, no. 17)
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Good afternoon my dear sisters in Christ.  Please turn to page 5 in your Pilgrim’s Guide and join me in saying the prayer to the Holy Spirit

1.
INTRODUCTION.
Earlier today we heard that in order to be fully human we must have a worthwhile ideal and that the highest ideal we can seek is the Christian ideal.  Once the Christian ideal becomes our ideal in life, we, the laity, have a responsibility to bring this ideal to others.  We also heard, in Fr. /Deacon ______________’s “Faith” talk, that we have the Holy Spirit to aid us and guide us through this life-long mission.  The Holy Spirit works through us and others.  Even people we might not know, as we have experienced in the reading of the Palanca from people in this diocese, around the country and around the world.


God calls us to a new life involving a radical change from within which touches our relationship with self, God, other people and the world.  God is calling us to a new life – a life in which we will have a deeper and more personal relationship with Him.  We respond to that call by living a life in Grace.

First to - SELF – In our personal lives we will begin to see ourselves in a new light – as beings that can be what we were created to be.

Second to - GOD – We will come to see our relationship with God as the relationship of a child to his/her loving parent(s).

Third to - Other people – In our relationships with others, we will see that our families, our friends and all mankind are also children of God.  We become closer to them because they are our brothers and sisters in ‘Christ.

Fourth to - THE WORLD – Finally, our new life with God in Christ will change the way we see the world, as bruised and as battered as it is, as a gift from God, a gift to be used and enjoyed by us rather than abused and destroyed.

            Living the life in Grace gives spirit and life to these relationships.  That is what we call being Christian.  The only valid response to God is in being a Christian, not simply doing Christian things.  Being a Christian is expressed in three dimensions.


Being a Christian is accomplished through a three-dimensional program of Piety, Study, and Action.  This program may best be illustrated as a three-legged stool, like this one, or the one, which supports a candle.  It is called a tripod.  Due to its nature, if one leg is weak or totally absent the tripod cannot support itself or the candle.  So it is with our lives as well; we need a balance of Piety, Study, and Action to support our Christian lives.  Through piety we grow toward God.  Through study we learn more about God and how to respond to Him.  And through action we give of ourselves – in love – to others as God gives Himself to us.  This brings us to the subject matter of the “Piety” talk.


Piety is our relationship with God.  To be truly holy means to be truly Christian.


The word Piety can be a disturbing term for many of us because of the false vision we may have of a “pious” or “holy” person.  

(A short example of how the speaker envisioned pious or holy people.)
EXAMPLE WITNESS:  I can certainly understand that because for a very long time the word piety conjured up in my mind an image of an old lady sitting in church for hours with her rosary beads – she never smiled, she had no sense of humor, she just sat in church and prayed – totally out of touch with the rest of the world.  It never dawned on me that a holy person could be someone with an ordinary life, someone with the responsibilities of earning a living and raising a family, or an older person concerned with retirement or even a young person working on building a career. Now I know that holy people can come in all shapes and sizes – you don’t have to be a priest, a nun or an old lady who sits in church for hours.   I have learned that we are all called to holiness and that all of us, everyone here in this room, is capable of being a “Holy man/woman”.  
2.
FALSE PIETY.

In order to understand what true piety is, it is necessary to understand what false piety is, and what effect it can have on us and other people as well.  These are three examples of false piety, which can drive others away from knowing God and from knowing the truth.  They present a false image of God and our relationship with Him.  These false attitudes are just that - they are attitudes, which can be found among many so-called “good Catholics”. 


The first of these false attitudes is exhibited by people who lack maturity in their relationship with God.  They can be characterized as “Holy Joes”/”Holy Hannahs”.

“Holy Joes”/”Holy Hannahs” give an impression about God, which does not fit with reality.  They are out to “save themselves from something:


They believe that they will gain the Kingdom of Heaven solely by keeping the law.


They failed to see that a true relationship with God is more than praying to statues or carrying prayer cards in their wallets.  They fail to see that being a Christian is not a life directed to oneself.  They confuse spiritual acts or practices, acts that nourish one’s holiness with the living out of the Christian ideal. 


They desired to be “angels” and not “saints” – who are human beings the way God made them.


They see the world as an evil place instead of the redeemed work of God.  They perceive the world as an evil place, full of pain and sorrow, not as a gift from God, with all its joy and happiness.


Their Christian actions occur mostly in the Church or church groups.  They often fail their family and jobs.  “Holy Joes”/”Holy Hannahs” become so wrapped up in the life at Church, in church groups, or in doing good things, that they often fail in the other responsibilities that they have, mainly their families and their jobs.  They do not see that their commitments must be set in the proper priority, allowing sufficient time to do all that they can. They must be sure that they have met their other responsibilities as well.  Their view of faith lacks maturity in its practice.


Another false concept of piety would include those people who may be characterized as “Mechanical Mikes”/“Routine Ritas”.

“Mechanical Mikes”/“Routine Ritas” practice only the external manifestations of religion.  They believe in God, but their relationship with Him is not internal.


They are less sincere in their beliefs than the “Holy Joes”/“Holy Hannahs”.

They go to Church every Sunday because they have always done so and it is expected of them.


They do not, for the most part, go to Church out of a desire to grow in their relationship with God, but out of fear that if they do not do so they will end up as a resident of Hell for all of eternity.

(Speaker may provide an example of how we may have been very much like the “Mechanical Mikes”/”Routine Ritas”.)

“Holly Joes”/“Holy Hannahs” and “Mechanical Mikes”/“Routine Ritas”, attempt to make up for their lack of Christian life by saying, “Lord, Lord” – they exhibit a belief, which is external and not internal. In Matt. Chapter 7 verse 21 it says, Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord”, will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.”


The last of the false concepts of Piety is probably the most destructive of all.  They are the most devious, and we shall characterize them as “Pharisee Phils”/“Pharisee Phyllis”.


They attempt to use religion for their own goals.  Their inflated egos require that constant praise be given to them even if without foundation.


They are models of perfection in the Church, but unethical in their own business dealings.


They use their activity in Church as an instrument to start unfounded and false rumors and gossip in an attempt to ruin the good name and reputation of others.


They require others to comply with certain rules and regulations, but they themselves do not adhere to the same ones.  Simply stated, they do not practice what they preach; their lives within the Church and outside of it are contradictions.


“Pharisee Phils”/“Pharisee Phyllis’’ are attempting to serve two masters.  As a result of their hypocrisy, they turn others away from the truth.  They profess a belief, a love of God and neighbor, but in reality they do not believe or act accordingly.  Their belief is a belief of convenience.  There has always been a “Pharisee Phils”/“Pharisee Phyllis”. As Jesus tells us in the Gospel of Mark chapter 7 verses 6 through 8, when speaking of the Pharisees – “He responded, “Well did Isaiah prophesy about you hypocrites, as it is written: “This people honors Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me; in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines human precepts."  There are “Pharisee Phils”/”Pharisee Phyllis” known to each one of us, we only have to stop and think.


All of these characterizations of false piety are common in our Church today.  We need to realize how false these attitudes and practices really are at some point in our lives, either as a result of what we are doing, or because of the actions of others.  However, because we are human, we each may have some of these characteristics buried deep within us and they may tend to surface from time-to-time.


These false attitudes are merely distortions of true piety.  They cause others who are searching for the truth to turn away from God.

Now let us look at Authentic Piety
3. 
AUTHENTIC PIETY.

Rather than turning away from God through false Piety, we are all seeking to be brought closer to Him.


We can grow closer in our relationship with God through what is called Authentic Piety – a life that arises out of our personal relationship with God.


This relationship has four facets.  They are the life of Christ in us, the life of Grace; conscious; growing; and shared.

Let us look at each facet in greater detail:


(1)
The life of Christ in us is a life of Grace.  Jesus told us this as recorded in the Gospel according to John chapter 15 verse 5, “I am the vine, you are the branches.  Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing”.  The key to true, authentic Piety is its complete hold on life.  A life in Christ is a life that reflects the love of God for us.


Jesus’ life was lived as fully human, just like ours, and He experienced all of the thoughts and emotions that we experience, the joys, sorrows, frustrations, and the triumphs.


A life in Christ is also a life that reflects God’s love in our own lives as we try to improve our relationships in the ordinary world of work, family, and social life.  Authentic Piety is a life in Christ.  We are asked by God to consciously choose a life that is normal and lived to the fullest.

(2) Authentic Piety is also a life that is Conscious.  When we direct our lives to God, we become aware of the fact that each act in our life – no matter how ordinary or seemingly insignificant, if done in Grace, increases the life of God within us.  We become more conscious of God’s love, that we are brothers and sisters of Christ, and of the continued presence of Christ amongst us in the Eucharist.

(3) Authentic Piety is also a life that is Growing.  
It is not enough to live out a life of authentic Piety by merely being conscious of God in our daily lives.  Our relationship with God, our life in Christ, must be constantly growing.  We grow or we begin to wither and ultimately die.  We must continue to die to self by giving of ourselves totally in all of our relationships.  We begin and continue to live as Christ lived and to free ourselves, as He did, in love, humility, and understanding in order that the Gospel becomes the Bread of Life within us.

(4) Finally; a life in Christ is a life that is shared. 

                  
We allow ourselves to be truly present to others, to            

                  
be God’s channel of Grace.  Sharing means not only 
                  
hearing what someone says but actually listening to           

                  
what they say.  We need to share our time with

                  
someone even when we are pressed for time or when it 
                 
 is inconvenient.  Sharing is the hope we have with

                 
 those who are on the verge of despair and sharing

                 
means being open to people and expressing to them the

                 
reason for our joy and happiness.


The life of authentic Piety is the direction of one’s whole life to God.  It is a life in which our goal is to make living for God our ideal.


This may appear to be a difficult task for us in today’s world, with all of its pressures and distractions, but there are individuals in our world today who can and do respond to God’s call to a life directed to Him.  If we just stop and think about it I am sure we can all identify several people who have dedicated their lives to serving the Lord.     
(Provide examples, e.g., Mother Teresa, friend, family member, Group Reunion member, etc.)

We have been chosen by God to bring His message to the world.  Christ is calling each one of us today!


We may ask ourselves, “How can I accept the call, the challenge to live a life of authentic Piety, a life directed to God?”


The “Catechism of the Catholic Church” teaches us that we answer God’s call by knowing, loving, and serving God. So, in order to direct our whole life to God, there must be three elements in each and every one of our acts, they are knowing, wanting, and doing.

The first element in every act is knowing.  
We have to know what is done and the reason we are doing it.  We have to try to exclude those acts or practices that are routine, automatic, and sometimes irrational.  We must try to see things the way God sees them.  When our knowledge of the reasons for our acts centers on God, our knowing is then directed to Him.


The second element in every act is wanting.  
Wanting enables us to determine the emotional drive which moves us to act.  We will understand that we are acting out of our love of God, / and our desire to be what He has asked us to be.


And finally the third element in every act is doing.  


We serve God by doing what God asks of us.  By the use of our will and knowing the will of God for us we can overcome all obstacles.  We can convert our plans into realities rather than allowing them to remain abstract thoughts.


So we can say that piety is directing our whole life to God.  It is knowing who God is, what He teaches us about His expectation of us, loving God with our entire being, and carrying out His will completely.


Truly being a Christian is certainly not a bed of roses.  Living a life of holiness takes a lot of effort.  It doesn’t happen overnight.  It is a continuous process of growth.

PIETY AS AN IDEAL


In order for us to live lives of authentic Piety we must first see Piety as an ideal. We heard earlier this morning in the “Ideal” talk that an ideal is the combination of ideas, hopes, and preferences, which attract a person and propel her forward to attain the goal.  Authentic Piety, a life directed to God, is a real ideal because it is the sum total of our whole life in every respect dedicated to serving God.  Living for God becomes the most important aspect of our lives.  Every idea we have, every plan or every goal we set, can be used as a tool to further our relationship with God, and with others through Him.  We continue to see ourselves more and more as people of God, as “saints” as NAME OF PERSON told us in the “Laity-Layperson as Church in the World” talk this morning.


My own life of holiness has been one of constant struggle and growth.  

(The witness here should present the speaker to the candidates as a normal person trying to live out the ideal of piety.  He/She should provide a witness of how their growth in holiness has occurred, including the change in attitude regarding a life of piety – a life directed to God.  A brief background into the speaker’s life may be helpful.  Do not dwell on how bad or irreligious one might have been.  A progression from one point to the present is most important for the candidate to hear, and will help them to identify with the speaker.  Incorporate the ideas in the talk which have preceded this section to show that an ordinary person can live a life dedicated to God.  A life that is conscious, growing, and shared.  A true life in Grace.)
4.
STYLE OF PIETY.

A life in Christ becomes a life-style that is forever, not just for a few moments, days, or months.  A life in Christ is a life-style that is marked by three specific qualities: courage, naturalness, and vibrancy.  I will repeat that so you can write it down. A life in Christ is a life-style that is marked by three specific qualities: courage, naturalness and vibrancy.

The first quality is courage. It is courageous because it allows God’s grace to work through us.  It allows us to live as Christ asks us to live even if it is contrary to the acceptable standards of the world, especially when those standards are clearly unchristian.


Our response must be courageous just as John the Baptist’s response was to Herod. John spoke out against the relationship Herod had with his brother Philip’s wife.  He spoke out against what was wrong and challenged people to live a better life.  He was not afraid to take a risk.


It is a life that has courage to challenge others to fulfill their potential, even if it involves risk for us – the risk of scorn, ridicule, and non-acceptance by those around us including our own families.


The second quality is Naturalness.  The life of piety is a natural life.  It is not something that is lived by only a certain few.  It is allowing the ordinary way of life to be raised to the supernatural by the grace of God within us.


Being a Christian in everyday life does not require that we disregard all of our traditions and customs, secular as well as religious.  Jesus maintained the customs and practices of His time.  He prayed in the temple, He preached in the temple, and He observed the fasts.  A Christian who is living a life of piety does not stop being a human being.


The Christian’s life is enthusiastic because of the desire to proclaim (to share) the reason for his/her happiness, joy, peace and love.  This enthusiasm, however, must be tempered in order to avoid becoming unnatural in our expression of our beliefs.  If we become overzealous in our words and actions, we can do more harm than good.  We must remain balanced.


Simply stated, the life of piety must be an authentic natural style.  We must practice what we preach, or as others may say, we must walk the talk.


The third quality is Vibrancy.  A life lived fully and deeply is exciting and stimulating.  It is a life that is vibrant in all respects.


It is a life that has a glow that gives strength and vitality to it and, in turn, attracts others. 

(A short example of how the speaker was attracted to others who were living a life of piety and what attracted him/her to them.  Incorporate the elements of courage, naturalness, and vibrancy in their lives – and how the speaker is now doing the same.)

By being fully human and embracing all of life, a life which is a gift from God to be enjoyed, we can be real saints, people who are living a life of authentic piety.

5.
SPIRITUAL ACTS THAT NOURISH OUR PIETY.
It is important to distinguish Piety from the specific spiritual acts of holiness that nourish our piety.


The life of piety is the state of being Christian, of having God-in Christ, as an integral part of every aspect of our lives.  Stated otherwise it is the state of being in relation with God and consequently acting in a Christian manner.


The spiritual acts, such as, attending Mass, prayer, reciting the Rosary, examination of conscience, and many others, are the things we do in order to nourish our life in Christ.  They nourish us in our state of being Christian.  They are the concrete manifestations of our love for God.


Through these spiritual acts we are ever conscious of being children of God and that regardless of where we are and what we do God loves us all to the same extent.  


These spiritual acts also make us aware that we are all brothers and sisters of Christ, and temples of the Holy Spirit. 


There are many different and nourishing spiritual acts through which we communicate with God and come to a close relationship with Him.


People pray in various ways.  Some people pray using memorized or rote prayer.  These are prayers that are formulated in certain language like the Lord’s Prayer, the Hail Mary, or similar prayers.  Others pray spontaneously, with words of their own-making, and not in any special sequence.  Others pray novenas and others again, pray through meditation.


All of these are good, and can be used alone or in combination.  There is no special or better way to pray or engage in nourishing spiritual acts; it is up to the individual.  The way we nourish our holiness may change from time-to-time.  Whatever helps us to grow in our lives in Christ is what we should do.

(At this point the speaker shares briefly his/her most nourishing spiritual acts.  The speaker should not suggest that the candidates should adopt any or all of them.  Emphasize they are only examples of what nourishes him/her in their relationship with God in Jesus.)
6.
CONCLUSION.

When the response we give to God, to other people, and the world is the reflection of an authentic relationship with God, Christian joy will be born in us and in others.  This joy will be born when we share our life with each other.  Life is full of happiness, virtues, defects, challenges, failures and success.  When Christ shared His life with us, this was the life He shared.


Authentic Piety is only complete when it is shared because we want others to have the best we have – Christ.

This life is meant for you.  If I can do it – so can you!  You can respond today with a resounding YES.
